


                 PARISH of Endon with Stanley
                         Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council

   	Chair 		Suzanne Sillitoe     	
Vice Chair           Christina Jebb             
Clerk                   Dawn Plant – Locum Clerk 

[bookmark: _Hlk128993194][bookmark: _Hlk8123468]Minutes of Endon with Stanley Parish Council, Tuesday 11th  March 2025 at 7.00pm           
          
[bookmark: _GoBack]          Present:  Chairman S Sillitoe, Vice Chairman Cllr Jebb, Cllr Cowles, Cllr McCann, 
Cllr J Sillitoe, Cllr Clulow, Cllr Walker, Cllr Taylor, Cllr Adams, District Councillor   Flunder
Cllr Porter arrived at 7:20pm
Members of the Public - 8

190  	Apologies for Absence
Cllr Spooner. 
Absent: Cllr J Biddulph

191  	Declaration of Interests
None to report.
192              Chairman’s Remarks
Chairman Sillitoe informed the meeting that the Clerk Dennis Boulton was very poorly in hospital.  She expressed the Councillors deep sadness and prayers at this time.

193  	Public Forum
         A member of the public reported that the bus stop sign had been knocked down outside the High School.
         The bus shelter outside the Methodist chapel was still full of leaves-note to Lengthsman
         The grids on the A53 are still blocked and have been for two years.
A member of the public enquired regarding the certificate of lawfulness for the children’s home situation, this application has now been refused but may go to appeal. The Chair thanked members of the public who had provided information regarding parking and poor OFSTED reports for the provider. 

194 [bookmark: _Hlk150155408][bookmark: _Hlk189559550] 	Minutes of the meeting held on 11th February 2025
Unanimously agreed to accept as a true record.


195 	Matters arising from the meeting of 11th February 2025 not on agenda 
None to report

      196. 	Parish Council Vacancies
	The three vacancies had now been advertised in the proper manner, and no members of the public had called an election. The Parish Council are now able to co-opt in the April meeting.
        
      197      	Grounds and Amenities

   a). Lawn Cemetery – Cllr Clulow gave an update on the progress, a topographical study had been done and the eco survey was imminent. The surveys should all be back by mid April. Invoices will be sent in due course. 

    b)  Report on Station Road Playground – The report had been read by a number of Councillors and highlights simple items that need attention. Wicksteed need to address the wetpore. The shackles on the swing will need attention in due course along with the roundabout bearings. The safety chains for the swings also need attention. Chairman Sillitoe was enquiring regarding the remaining warranty.  Cllr Cowles enquired regarding the opening times for the parks. The Chair advised that on 30.03.2025 the clocks go forward and the closing time would change to 7pm. The Lengthsman exercising discretion when the weather is good.
	Cllr Porter arrived at the meeting 19:20h

                  c)  Gritting of roads on the Endon Fletchers Estate -  
	Cllr Flunder reported that the grit bins have been replenished. There may be members of the public using the supply for their personal use.  Members of the public can suggest areas for additional grit bins via the SCC web site. Chairman Sillitoe asked for one at the top of Brookfield Avenue and Hillswood Drive. Cllr Porter asked for some publicity around the grit and making sure people are aware that it is not for personal use - stickers would be provided.

       198. 	 Anti Social Behaviour working group report
  
The next meeting is 21.04.2025 10am at Endon High School. The Police, PCSO, the Chair, a resident and High School staff will be in attendance, Cllr Porter was invited to attend.

       199.   	VE Day 80
	Chairman Sillitoe has been in touch with the primary schools. There will be an exhibition of photographs. 9:30am VE Flag will be raised, the Well Dressing Queens would raise the flag together. Choirs from the schools will sing, an invite will be extended to the Methodist Minister, prefects and Headteachers. Residents are invited. Light refreshments are going to be serviced
Lightspeed are offering £500 towards funding if they can have an information table. Chairman Sillitoe would clarify with Lightspeed if they would support the event with just a logo on the poster etc. 
RBL are supplying pins etc, RBL advise a peace lantern parade. The Scout marching band are potentially available, the beacon will be lit. Endon High School singers will be available.  There should be a few street parties but none requiring road closures.
There is funding available £435 from SMDC, with the funding the cost to the Parish Council would likely be approx. £50.

Councillors were unanimously in agreement for Chairman Sillitoe to complete the SMDC grant.

       200.  	Cllr Flunder report on Endon Issues 
Cllr Flunder gave a report on the Highways schemes for Endon
Staffs County Council are putting a proposal together for one County wide unitary authority. All proposals need to be submitted by 21.03.2025.


       201.   	Highway Issues
                     DHP Monies – Cllr Flunder still has a quantity to spend on small Highways project.


       202.     	Flood Action Group
Report on Multi Agency meeting and the proposal for clearance of brook from Dales Bridge to Park Lane.

On behalf of the Flood Action Group Chairman Sillitoe asked if the Parish Council would consider financially assisting the clearing of the brook at Dales Bridge.  There had been one quote around the region of £1200.  Other quotes would be needed. The figures would be put to the FAIR Project to ascertain what level of funding they could offer. Chairman Sillitoe asked the Councillors if they were keen to help out dependant on the amount of monies. VC Jebb said she did not see an issue with sharing the costs for the residents who are affected by the flooding.  Cllr McCann agreed that this was a responsibility and Cllr Adams stated that landowners would need to help out also.  The matter would be discussed with the FAIR Project and in principle the Parish Council would be mindful to discuss a contribution.


       203.     	Finance.
1. Report. – At this time the bank reconciliation was unavailable. 

       204.    	Accounts and Expenses:

   Payments
£666.85 Lengthsman
£145 – Methodist Church
£545.92 – SMDC 
         

  205.    	Newsletter and Social Media. 
	Cllr J Sillitoe gave an update on the newsletter and Cllr Cowles Is interested in helping out.
          
         

  206.   	 Lengthsman/Maintenance
Nothing to report.

         




207.    	Planning.   
                    
Cllr Porter –The Children’s home application. This had been discussed in the Public Forum. The applicant has not been very pleasant on FB over the refusal.  

Cllr Clulow raised concerns over the licensing application for the petrol station hours being increased. He would submit a concern.

Cllr J Sillitoe – The strip of land opposite the telephone box. The land has been maintained by a person for a number of years and now they have submitted an adverse possession order. Cllr Walker expressed concerns about the Well Dressing retinue meeting from there. 

	208              Reports

Chairman Silltoe had been approached by the Well Dressing committee for permission to borrow the blue picnic tables. – Unanimously agreed  

Defib training – had been attended by Cllr Adams and Chairman Sillitoe, The Parish Council would invite the same trainer to do the session at the Village Hall.

Chairman Sillitoe thanked Chris Phillips for the planting at the T E Hulme memorial stone.

Cllr Walker reported that the VH was having electrical work done on 27.03.2025 and would be closed on that date.

Cllr Porter – Community Speed Watch was still a success, a recruitment campaign was being launched in Spring 2025. SMDC Budget was passed. Council Tax is going up 2.95% a garden tax is being looked into. He gave a report with updates from SMDC. St Lukes Church had a Lent Lunch which raised £200 for the Leek Food Bank. SWT had met with Cllr Porter regarding the Nature in the Neighbourhood scheme, another site at Hillswood Park had been suggested by the Chairman. Cllr Porter had been asked to raise the matter of the library in the phone box, the books are getting in a bad state with mould and they are being overwhelmed with books.  Chairman Sillitoe suggested a FB post to request volunteers to help out. 

Cllr Adams – attended a community conversation regarding the head waters of the Trent and enhancing biodiversity.

Cllr Adams wanted to work with the Parish Council and outside arts to encourage people to sketch their favourite places in the Parish.  Cllr Adams would like to apply for funding..

Chairman Cllr Sillitoe declared an interest as a director of Time and Space.

Proposal from Cllr Jebb and seconded by Cllr Porter to support Cllr Adams’s project.. Unanimous
Chairman Sillitoe suggested that a long term display of any artwork could be considered.
Cllr Jebb – Car parking charges are being reviewed at SMDC, WASPI Women were discussed at SMDC. There would be an opportunity for Parish Councils to look at taking on extra assets.



		                 209.     Correspondence

                         Items for next meeting – Co-option applications
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