PARISH OF ENDON WITH STANLEY
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Endon Methodist Church
on Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 7.00pm.  
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	Present:
Cllrs. S Sillitoe (Chairman), C Jebb (Vice Chair), J Sillitoe, L Adams, P Taylor, K Walker
J Porter, H Clulow, from the floor K Flunder.

 9 members of the public in attendance.
The Chairman welcomed everyone and wished both councillors and members of the public a happy new year.

Apologies for absence: J Biddulph, A Church. Absent: D Spooner
 
Declarations of Interest:  JP, Police and NHS

Chairman's remarks
The Chairman reported that there had been a development regarding the Plough which will be addressed later on the agenda. She also reported that The Grange on Clay Lake was up for sale and a new development application had been submitted for 6 dwellings.  We had received a free flowering cherry tree which had been planted on the grass verge outside of the Station Road Memorial Park. 

Public Forum 
Standing Orders were suspended.
There was considerable debate about a new development of a children’s home next to the High School, several local residents had expressed concerns about this and would email the Clerk with more details. Also the location of the home on the busy A53, the request to remove the front garden wall, with implications for flooding, and the management of the home was mentioned as the company had not received good Ofsted reviews. There had been similar developments in Endon previously and one in particular had been very disturbing for neighbours. Mrs Wilton mentioned that this had been a last-minute application with not enough consultation with people adjoining this property, and this, along with the current development of the High School new parking system may cause extra problems
Mr Smith mentioned that in the monthly accounts, the analysis did not agree with the total.  The Clerk explained that the analysis was a general guide to income and expenditure and did not balance to the pound as this would take a lot more time which was needed for other issues. 
. 
Minutes of the meeting held on 11th December2024
.The minutes were agreed to be an accurate account of the meeting.  

Matters arising from the 11th December 2024 meeting not on the agenda.
None

Cllr Flunder
There was a reference made to a letter from Mr Barlow about the gritting and clearing of Hillswood Drive. KF responded and said that there were over 20,000 miles of road and it was difficult to cover everywhere. They also tried to refill the grit bins especially on the main routes and Highways will work with parish councils, but he emphasised that residents must not use this grit for private use.  On the next DHP visit they will review if there is a need for extra grit bins. KF reported that there will be a meeting on Jan 15th at the Methodist Church to look at various issues concerning Highways, including the crossing at St Luke’s School, and he hoped that the public would get involved so that projects could be put forward before the budget was finalised. He also reported that there had been a Green Space consultation and issues about phone fraud. The fire service had a Keep Warm policy and there was also an Add a Veg campaign. As far as the flood action group was concerned, he hoped that the next meeting on February 12th Jamie Cooper would attend so that things could be progressed.
Parish Council Vacancies
SS reported that when Parish Councillors were asked how they wished to progress with filling the vacancies seven wished to go ahead with co-option and one for a full election. She said that the Parish Council had no control over the election process, and it could cost up to £6000. Some Councillors wished to vote on the written applications while other preferred an interview.  After a thorough debate it was agreed to invite all applicants to an interview. 
. 
Grounds and Amenities
1. Lawn Cemetery
HC reported that the original application for use (006) was deemed by Mr Hayward (SMDC Planning) not to be extant and that a new application was required.  HC was pushing ahead with layout plans, change of use application etc. and estimated that to complete this first stage would be £3000.  Hopefully an application would be made before the end of February. .
2.  Cycleway
AC will report on this project at the next meeting. 

Anti-Social Behaviour
SS said that there will be further meetings at the High School. PCSO Sara Staples reported at the last meeting that to date in this area there had been 59 exclusion notices issued.  If these were breached the culprits would be warned and if the behaviour was repeated then bikes would be confiscated and only reclaimed on payment of a £250 fine. 

Nature in Your Neighbourhood
SS was unable to attend the last meeting because of inclement weather.

Flood Action Group.
This had been covered earlier – next meeting with National Flood Forum and Multi Agencies Feb 12th. SS will attend and report back.

Finance
1. Precept
The Clerk produced a budget for 2025/26 and possible changes in the Precept.  There was a detailed discussion and a proposal from HC that it should remain the same.  This was seconded by PT and agreed unanimously.
   2.  Report- This was agreed

Accounts and Expenses:
     Payment
                              D.Boulton     Sal                                                            £   742.40     
                                              Exps                                                         £       4.50             £  746.90         
                                HM Revenue & Customs (PAYE)                                                             £  209.06
                              J Gibson – Lengthsman         General                         £  1338.09
                                                                                Cemetery                   £      27.90
                                                                                District.                          £      30.00          £ 1396.39
                             Wicksteed  - Playground inspection                                                         £  180.00
                             BT  – Telephone   (DD)                                                                              £     34.26 
                             Water + - (DD)							            £     23.35
                      
                             These payments were agreed.

Newsletter and social media
JS said that he was trying to create a newsletter page on the Councils Facebook page and would update this with the precept and a letter from the PCSO. 

Playground Report
The Wicksteed Report had been received and needed to be reviewed by the Grounds and Amenities
Subgroup.  This report would be circulated and a meeting arranged.

Lengthsman and Maintenance 
SS showed some drug packets that the Lengthsman had retrieved from Stockton Brook car park. 
KW mentioned that Hillswood play area could need some work. Lengthsman would be informed.

Planning
                  1.Ref. SMD/2024/0534.  174A Leek Road
                    Certificate of Lawfulness. Proposed change of use of dwelling to a care home for up to
                   5 children
                      Comments-Car Parking may be a point as the original permitted house appears to
                    have parking for 3 cars on site and manoeuvring meaning traffic is reversing on / off the
                    main road plus if the neighbour does have rights to utilise the space to reverse/
                    manoeuvre their cars. They could have a case to argue.
2. Ref SMD/2024/0296.  Rose Hill, Stoney Lane.
     Demolition of modern rear single storey extension with replacement new rebuild of
     double storey extension as under the same footprint of a previous historic building,
     with additional single storey utility, hall and double garage.
     The application raises concerns evident by the onsite photographs that the original
     and new proposals adversely affect the right of light to the adjoining neighbour.
     property. The proposed demolished buildings have already been taken down, however.
     it appears that the proposed two storey extension will affect the amenity of the
     neighbouring property and for this we object suggesting a redesign is considered that
     removes any negative impact on the neighbour. Objection
3. Ref SMD/2024/0518  The Plough.
Listed building consent for sympathetic cleaning, restoration and conservation of decorative mural on South West elevation. Restoring the murals appearance and protecting its important historical significance for future generations. JS reported that after several meetings with various levels of Management, at last, with a possible grant and planning going forward it was hoped that the mural would be restored.  JS was commended on his work and time spent on achieving this result. 
4. Ref SMD/2024/0559.  235, Rossall, Leek Road
Proposed Internal Alterations & Dormer Extension
The application is an amended submission of the proposals refused in November 2024.The proposals were refused primarily on the basis of poor design and while a minor variation to the scale of the two dormers is proposed the appearance of the new proposal is effectively the same and therefore the concerns of poor design, disharmony with the original and adjacent dwellings still exists. Objection.

Reports 
KW said that during the last snow and ice, gritting of the estate, especially Hillswood Drive, had been a problem. SS agreed and stressed that Mr Barlow was pursuing the matter and keeping SS informed. JP said that bin collections had been affected.  There had been an assurance that the Leek Hospital Services would remain. Street lighting provisions were being checked in Endon. There had been a Pensioners advice surgery and at Christmas food bags distributed.  Devolution plans were ongoing, and it looked as though the District Council would be abolished. 

Correspondence   No Correspondence 
Meeting closed at 21.40
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