PARISH OF ENDON WITH STANLEY
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at Endon Methodist Church 
on Tuesday 11th June 2024 at 7.00pm.  
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	Present:
Cllrs. S Sillitoe (Chairman), C Jebb (Vice Chair), J Sillitoe, E Durose,  L Adams, P Taylor, 
J Biddulph, J Majekodunmi, A Church, K. Walker, from the floor K Flunder.

 7 members of the public in attendance.

Apologies for absence: J Porter, H Clulow, D Spooner

The Chair thanked all those in attendance especially the PCSOs

Declarations of Interest:  

Chairman's remarks
Support Staffordshire Volunteer Awards nominees EHS head prefects, Lily Eastwood and Zac Preston and the Free Community Breakfast Club, run by James and Sarah Biddulph, and Andrew Stretch for his work in the community particularly at Well Dressing have all been confirmed and will receive the awards on June 18th. 
The Well Dressing:  “Myself and Cllr Jebb were invited on the Saturday and we were delighted to be accompanied by the Chair of SMDC, Ian Plant and his wife Kath. The day was blessed with fine weather. On the Sunday, lots of things were cancelled. There was a planned presentation, which could not take place, of a long service award to Alan Williamson, who has been Treasurer of the Trustees for 50 years. The Clerk was asked to send to the Chair of Well Dressing a letter of appreciation to all the unsung heroes of the festival.
Thanks to Adele Ratcliffe who organised the Scarecrow Competition and to Emma Bebbington who stepped in at the last minute to judge the competition.”
Public Forum 
Standing Orders were suspended.
Mrs Wilton asked about blocked grids etc.  The Clerk read out an email received last week about a reported item from November last year which had not been acted on but was still on their list for action. She also asked about the bus shelters which needed attention.  SS said that repairs would be discussed at another meeting but the Lengthsman would be asked to clean where necessary. 
There was a lot of activity over the weekend because of the Cricket Club event.  The PCSOs said that nothing had been reported. 
SS stated that she had received a phone call from Chief Inspector Mark Barlow that afternoon and he had agreed to meet with councillors on the 1st of July at 10 o'clock in the morning at the parish office.
Minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2024
The minutes were agreed unanimously.

Matters arising from the 14th May 2024 meeting not on the agenda.
The accident book, has been created by the Clerk.




Clay Lake Planning Proposal
Clay Lake planning has been put back to the 20th of June, and it is quite feasible that it may actually be put back further. The Chair had spoken to Jane Curley, who is the planning officer, who said that they haven't had all the reports in. The planning officer has asked SS to send some background history of The Grange(1898), although it is not listed there are some significant connections to the building and also the one opposite. 

Highway Issues
The crossing at St Luke’s: The Chair stated that the campaign goes on to obtain a crossing because that's what we need.
. 
The Plough
JSi reported that an application to the Moorlands Partnership Board for funding for the mural had been sent off. We're waiting for some more information from Mitchells and Butler. Moorlands Partnership Board needs an assurance that the rest of the front of the building will also be done as well. 
ED made a proposal that he would like minuted that we officially thank JSi for his endeavours over the last couple of years in dealing with the Plough .Agreed. JSi said that a six-figure sum had been put aside to renovate the building and emphasised that the PC was primarily concerned with the repairs to the mural.
Grounds and Amenities
1. Vandalism Bridge 27 – SS stated the barrier which she thought it was going to protect the parapet is really a railing, but it does protect the pedestrian and we pushed for this as this route to school is safer than Stanley Bank. 
2. Dog Waste Bins - the two dog waste bins that were vandalised were those bins  supplied and installed by Canal and River Trust but serviced by the Lengthsman. We  have sent photographs to Simon Martin, the area manager. Simon has assured that CRT will replace the damaged bin.
3. Lawn Cemetery – SS informed the meeting that HC had actioned the survey but could not be at tonight’s meeting
4. Station Tea Room – There is a list of invited guests who have supported and helped us with this project, and we shall be having a formal opening soon because the work on the platform is now completed. The front door and resurfacing of the car park will soon complete the project.

D-Day Commemoration
     SS reported that the event was a great success. Plan B for the Village Hall, was not needed as      the weather stayed fine. 
“We've had so many people that have either rang me or emailed me or spoken to me and said how well it was done and the children were fabulous. We had over 60 primary school children singing together. And then our trio from Endon High School, who, as usual, were excellent as well as Head Prefects Zac and Lily, they did everything that was asked of them. 
And I also want to thank, Judith Taylor, who is now our official photographer and a really big thank you to Sarah and James, who manned the Breakfast Club with some helpers so efficiently.”

Cllr Flunder
“We've got some new economic figures through where the rate of unemployment and the number of people unemployed, in fact, is much lower here in Staffordshire than it has been elsewhere, so that's quite good news.jobs are still being created, and people are still finding those jobs, so that's quite good news.
One thing that a lot of people have been asking me about, both here and across the whole division and beyond now, is about all the different road dressing variations, and why so many road closures, and why there's traffic lights here. Obviously there’s no gain without pain. And the big thing that there is a lot of correspondence  about is the road closure over the top of the reservoir. For those of you who are not aware of that, that's going to be a 10 to 12 week closure. All we know is that Severn Trent said that they need to do this work.
St Luke's Crossing at the moment, as I say, is still being considered 
On the D-Day commemoration, well done and thanks for organising the event. I haven't forgotten the tennis club. I'm still trying to work out what can be done under what remit. And the best way to try and get the funding.” 
SS reported about the Layby – that she had a meeting planned with Alan Williamson and the landowner, Eddie Sims in the hope that something can be done. 

Code of Conduct
The Clerk read out a prepared statement as follows:
I would like to bring your attention to an article in the Sentinel on the 20th May 2024 regarding the Plough and meetings held regarding the state of the Mural and the future intentions of the owner
I would ask :
1.  Who initiated this article
2. Why were the Parish Council not informed
3. Why were no Parish Councilors asked to contribute?
This issue has been discussed at the Parish Council for almost 2 years with Cllr J Sillitoe having meetings and exploring funding for the iconic mural which is a part of Endon’s heritage.
The fact appears to be that the two councilors in the photograph may be using this as a Party Political advantage and totally ignoring the Parish Councils work and time in moving this forward. I, as Clerk, wish to bring this to the attention of the Parish Council and will take further advice from District Standards. 
SS stated: “I'd just like to add a little caveat to that as well, because there's been quite a lot of publicity both before the Well Dressing and after the Well Dressing concerning a clean up for D-Day. There have been statements made on Facebook to say that it's been done to tidy the village up before these events. Now this is absolute nonsense, because our Lengthsman did all that work and he doesn't ask for any publicity, he gets paid for it and SMDC contribute towards that. We have asked that whoever organizes these mass litter picks, that they sensibly do it by consulting Jim Gibson. We welcome volunteers but this total lack of cooperation with our Lengthsman is unforgivable really because it wastes his time and it actually wastes the time of people that are picking litter. But we have been asking for this for well over two years and we have got nowhere, and I spoke to the Lengthsman face to face today and asked him about the litter picks and whether he had had any notification of them before or after. He said that no one had been in contact before or after.”
Finance
1. Report- This was agreed. 
2. Annual Accounts
a) Annual Governance Statement – Prop ED, Sec J Sil Agreed
b) Annual Accounts Statement– Prop ED, Sec J Sil Agreed
c) Notification date commencement of Public Rights -Agreed

Accounts and Expenses:
Payments
                              D.Boulton     Sal                                                         £  742.40
                                                     Exps                                                    £       4.50
                                                     Mic etc Dday                                       £    52.98               £799.88
                              HM Revenue & Customs (PAYE)                                                               £ 209.06                      
                              J Gibson – Lengthsman         General                      £   920.66
                                                                                Cemetery                £   155.70
                                                                                District.                     £    37.00                 £ 1113.36
                             C Jeb-Paint Station Platform                                                                       £      23.67    
                             Staffs Moorlands – Waste removal                                                             £   530.02
                             Staffs Parish Council Ass                                                                            £   472.55
                              BT  – Telephone    (DD)                                                                             £     34.26 
                              Water + - (DD)							            £     22.44
                              The Ford Partnership-Audit                                                                        £   275.00
                              George Lancett-Gardener                                                                          £     90.00
                                                 
First Responders
CJ reported that Julie Bailey had sent her an update on the situation because she couldn't come to the meeting. She says, sadly, there is just one first responder that is compared with the 31 of us that all graduated to begin with when we set up the organisation that means that the group is not able to run. There's going to be an advertisement, she's learned, on the NHS jobs site for new responders who are not paid
Julie feels the ideal situation is that we set up a new set-up within our existing B First responders, and then she can mentor, she can guide, and she can retire as time allows because she can't be responding forever, and she feels it would be a good time to be thinking about retirement.
The training is at Sandwell Hub over two weekends. Sometimes they do a day course for a week. This isn't subsidised at all. We used to do our training locally or at Tollgate in Stafford. The start time is 8am, so it's an early start or stay overnight. Obviously, that will be at the responders' expense because it isn't subsidised. Julie re-qualified in February, so she has another three years left.
It was the travel to the training that caused the problems with the group losing valuable responders because they just couldn't cope with having to make those early starts or stay overnight.
At the Brown Edge Carnival, they are hoping to have a pop-up store there and for Julie to bring the vehicle along, which would be attractive to people and who might come and ask questions
Ideally six volunteers would be needed as a minimum to be able to operate, and Julie and I and other people, responded to the call from a public meeting.
So at Brown Edge Council, which we had last week, they were very concerned to learn the situation, and they thought that they wanted to do their best, working with us if we agreed, to try and promote first responding, to try and call for more volunteers, perhaps to set up some events where people could come along and there could be a pop-up store.  It was mentioned that it could be advertised at public places and the local GPs

Newsletter and social media
J Sil said that the Newsletter has gone out, and it's out in the shops and other outlets.
.
Lengthsman and Maintenance 
 J B mentioned the state of the bus shelters.  SS said that these were under consideration as to how to deal with increasing vandalism
CJ asked if the interpretation board on the |John Emery Land could be cleaned. It was agreed that the Lengthsman should look at all the interpretation boards. 
CJ reported that she had a lot of the photos and information from when we did the dig at the John Emery land. And asked if these could be publicised when we're having some sort of a village exhibition JB said that the Village Hall was going to be used by the Endonian Society to show archives etc and other items could be included. This would be on the 3rd August . 

Planning 
  Ref SMD/2024/0058.  44, Leek Road, Stockton Brook  
Proposed part conversion of existing garage etc
This was discused and there were no objections 


Reports
CJ - . there's some opportunities available for young people in the Moorlands to be volunteering and to get experience to go on to the CVs. There's Youth Eco Leaders Project for 11 to 18 year olds.
And then there's Nature in Your Neighbourhood, working with Staffordshire Wildlife Trust.
PT wished  to draw people's attention to the Foxlowe, Festival, Saturday 26th of June, where there are arts, crafts, music, poultry, spools, etc.  
LA announced that she would be holding a Wildflower Meadow Day at Stockton Brook Scout and Guide HQ and the Fenns Meadow on July 6th.
JB. Make Music Day coming up on the 21st of June. At the Village Hall and summer fair on the 13th of July. There's a few stalls available if anybody wants a stall, it's £10 each.
DB thanked JB for having a look at the sound system.It was discussed and agreed that JB could spend up to £100 for additional equipment needed. 


Correspondence
There was no correspondence

SS asked if a Governance and Finance meeting could be held on Monday 17th June at 10.00am.
She concluded the meeting by saying that the August meeting would be at Stanley Head.

Meeting closed at 20.45

Minutes approved by Council held on Tuesday 9th July 2024 

Signed by the Chairman ___________________Dated________


	


	
	
	
	



