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Endon with Stanley Parish Council
Annual Meeting Minutes
Tuesday 13th May 2025
19:10pm at Endon Methodist Church

	Cllr. Suzanne Sillitoe (Chairman)
	Cllr Pugh
	Cllr Cowles

	Cllr. Porter (District)
	Cllr. Adams 
	Cllr Jebb (District)

	Cllr. Walker
	Cllr. Clulow
	Cllr. Taylor 

	Cllr. J Sillitoe 
	Cllr Houston-Smith
	Cllr Richards

	2 members of the public
	Minutes: Hayley Harrison
	



1) Apologies for Absence: Cllr McCann, Cllr Spooner, Cllr Flunder

2) Appointment of Chairman for the ensuing year: The Councillors held a vote and Cllr Suzanne Sillitoe was voted in favour of being the elected Chairman. Proposed – Cllr Taylor – Seconded – Cllr Adams. 

3) Appointment of the Vice Chairman for the ensuing year: The Councillors held a vote and Cllr Phil Taylor was voted in favour of being the Vice Chairman. Proposed – Cllr Adams – Seconded – Cllr J Sillitoe. Vice Chair joined the Chairman at the front seating. 

4) Declarations on interests: 
NHS/Police – Cllr Porter
Village Hall – Cllr Walker 
Village Hall – Cllr Houston-Smith 

      11) Lawn Cemetery: Cllr Clulow forwarded the following: In principle we have two   basic options:

1. Reduce the amount of burial plots and retain increased areas of grassland as well as some enhanced "neutral grassland" and some planting of trees on the site. For this to comply with the BNG rules we would effectively have to sacrifice a large proportion of the land we have for use as mixed scrub grassland reducing the burial plots from approx. 180 to 120. The scale of this may also dictate SMDC requiring a S106 to be entered into as they could class the onsite enhancements as being significant. This would demand a 30 year management and monitoring procedure to be in place which will no doubt be an ongoing cost to annually provide monitoring reports as well as the proposals being on the NE Register.

2. For the cost of achieving the 10% net gain on site and the large reduction in area for the graves, the ecologists are reporting that it may be preferable to partially off-set through a payment to a habitat bank. 

3. I think there's a calculation to be done with the plot values of the graves being brought into the equation to understand the balance between the offsite costs and the possible reduced numbers & loss of return on burials plus if we have less plots we'll fill up sooner therefore the Parish Council will need to consider buying further land and submit another application to then extend further the Lawn Cemetery again.

4. Normally I would be against off site habitat banks in favour of utilising areas of the planning development site to make the necessary gains, however in this case because the site is relatively small and the demand for burial plots is so important to the Parish, this is an occasion where making an offsite contribution would safeguard the burial position for the village for longer, alleviate the need to enter into a legal agreement and in turn tie us into a 30 year maintenance programme.

It was proposed to choose option two – Cllr J Sillitoe – Seconded – Cllr Jebb.
19:43pm – Cllr Clulow left the meeting. 

5) Chairman’s Remarks: Resignation from Cllr Biddulph. We will need to Co-opt another Cllr, a notice will be advertised. 

6) Public Forum: A parishioner raised a concern over the A53 grids not been cleared and the leaves in the bus shelter. 

7) Minutes of the meeting held on 8th April 2025: Chairman Cllr S Sillitoe signed the minutes. 

8) Matters arising from the meeting on 8th April 2025 not on the agenda: None

9) VE celebrations review: Chairman Cllr S Sillitoe has received great feedback from the celebrations. The day was enjoyed by a large crowd of all ages both in the morning and evening sessions. The Chairman extended thanks to all who contributed in any way. No Council funds were spent, all expense were covered through grants. Cllr J Sillitoe proposed to donate £150 to the village hall – Seconded Chairman S Sillitoe.
Cllr J Sillitoe proposed to donate £100 each to the Scouts and the Guides – Seconded Cllr Houston-Smith.

10) Grounds and amenities: 
Lengthsman report – New bolts for the goal posts and new swing attachment. New signage is now needed.

11)  Lawn Cemetery: 
a) As above – Cllr Clulow’s report 
b) Waste bin collection – Recent issues between church and cemetery bins. The lawn cemetery bin has now been collected and emptied and is now back on the collecting rota. Recording – Currently the Chairman is being advised by John Bourne who insists on no payment.

12) Flood Action group: Cllr Mcann reported two resignations from the group recently. The project needs further discussions. The Cllrs will need to decide if they would like this group to be a part of the Parish Council.

13) Finance: . Balance at 31/3/25: 

                  Leek Building Soc                £12,024.81

                    Barclay’s Current Account   £38,172.23
                           
                              Total carried forward: £50,197.23


14) Accounts and Expenses: Payments authorised
                                                     
15) Media: Cllr J Sillitoe and Cllr Cowles will meet to decide on the newsletter and media matters. All notice boards need clearing and updating. Cllr Houston-Smith will look into amending the website. 

16) Lengthsman Team/ Maintenance:

Cllr Walker – the small gate on the playground needs altering as it’s not secure
Cllr Porter – A53 over hanging trees in Stockton Brook and signage needs cleaning
Cllr Jebb – Crossing at Edge Lane has overhanging branches 
Cllr Houston-Smith – Comms box by Endon High School has no door on it.
Cllr Cowles – Footpath 73 is overgrown.

17) Planning: None
18) Reports – PCSO report - Cllr Sillitoe read out the report: No ASB reported 1/4/25 to 31/3/25. Stress that residents contact Police directly over any incident through 101, online or through local officers email and NOT through 3rd parties.
Cllr Porter -
· [bookmark: _GoBack]CSW has ran over 20 sessions in the last year
· Litter picking session with the guides 
· Dog fouling report 
· Staffordshire Fire and Rescue held a public consultation about wildfires 
· Road Safety issues, vehicle activated signs are needed.
Cllr Walker – Well Dressing booklet also has the village hall events in.
Cllr Adams – Nature in your Neighbourhood is going ahead with 4 different sites within the parish.
19) Correspondence: None

Meeting ended 21:16pm.

