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Endon with Stanley Parish Council 
Ordinary Meeting Minutes 

Held on Tuesday 9th June 2026, 7pm at Endon Methodist Church 
 
 

Chairman: Cllr. Suzanne Sillitoe 
Vice Chairman: Cllr. Phil Taylor 

 

Present: (Chairman) Cllr S. Sillitoe, (Vice Chairman) Cllr Taylor, Cllr Adams, Cllr Brown, Cllr Clulow, Cllr Cowles, Cllr 
Houston-Smith, (District) Cllr Jebb, (District) Cllr Porter, Cllr Richards, Cllr J. Sillitoe, Cllr Spooner, Clerk: Laura Frost 
 
In attendance: (District) Cllr Flunder and 5 members of the public  
 
Meeting began at 7pm 
 
1. Apologies for Absence (with reasons, e.g. personal, work, holiday, illness) 

o Cllr McCann – holiday (accepted, all in favour) 
o Cllr Walker – illness (accepted, all in favour) 
o Cllr Pugh – illness (accepted, all in favour) 
o (County) Cllr Egginton  

 
2. Chairman’s Remarks  
The Chairman noted that it had been a particularly busy month since the previous meeting. Activities undertaken 
within the parish included the Well Dressing event, the installation of two of the four new noticeboards, submission 
of the Best Kept Village (BKV) entry, the school art competition and judging process, and obtaining quotations for 
works at the lawn cemetery. Relevant matters were included within the agenda for consideration. The Chairman 
expressed appreciation to all councillors who had contributed to these activities. Particular thanks were recorded to 
those involved in preparing the BKV submission and to the Clerk for completing the documentation required for the 
internal audit. 
 
(District) Cllr Porter arrived at 7:02pm and Cllr Adams arrived at 7:03pm 
 
3. Public Forum (15-minute time limit) 

o The Chairman of Endon Village Hall expressed thanks to Cllr Pugh for her assistance with matters relating to 
the lease between Endon Village Hall and the Diocese of Lichfield. 

o A resident raised concerns regarding the condition of the bus shelter opposite Endon High School, noting 
overgrown brambles and weeds around the structure, graffiti inside the shelter, and its generally poor 
appearance. The Chairman acknowledged the concerns and noted that the matter required attention. 

o The resident further noted and raised concerns regarding the condition of Footpath 20 (behind Endon High 
School) noting that it had become overgrown with weeds and nettles and was attracting litter. The Chairman 
advised that she would discuss the matter with the Lengthsman, who had recently been occupied with 
additional work associated with the Best Kept Village competition. 

o (District) Cllr Flunder provided an update on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR), advising that there had 
been a number of recent changes. He reported that an online meeting had taken place on 20th May 2026 and 
that a more formal consultation response was expected. He advised that discussions had taken place with 
Brown Edge Parish Council regarding the involvement of 2–3 councillors from each parish, together with 
clerks, to review the consultation response and ensure that parish views and priorities were fully 
represented. A further meeting to be organised by (District) Cllr Flunder was proposed for 16th June 2026, 
with the venue to be confirmed and an expected attendance of approximately 10 people. Cllr Adams offered 
Stockton Brook Waterworks as a potential venue. He advised that previous business meetings had now 
concluded and that notes were available. He also highlighted an upcoming community engagement meeting 
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on 25th June and encouraged attendance by parish representatives and community groups, emphasising the 
importance of engagement in shaping future proposals. Further meetings will also be scheduled covering 
health and wellbeing, tourism and culture, and infrastructure and transport, to support the development of 
locality plans. (District) Cllr Flunder presented an example of a Green Spaces Plan produced for Brown Edge 
Parish Council, and the Chairman confirmed that the Council would welcome receipt of a similar plan.  

 
4. Declaration of interests in items on the forthcoming agenda 

o Cllr Houston-Smith – Endon Village Hall 
o Cllr Porter – Endon Village Hall 

 
5. Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 12th May 2026 
Resolved: That the minutes be approved and signed with 1 councillor abstaining.  
 
6. Matters arising from the above meeting held on 12th May 2026 not on the agenda  
None. 
 
7. Lawn Cemetery 
The Chair queried the length of time taken by Staffordshire Moorlands District Council (SMDC) to determine the 
planning application for the Lawn Cemetery extension. Cllr Clulow expressed concern regarding delays within the 
planning system, noting that the application had been submitted almost 12 months previously. Cllr J. Sillitoe 
suggested that a formal complaint be submitted, and a lengthy discussion followed regarding the delays and 
associated concerns. Councillors agreed that a formal, diplomatic letter should be sent to the SMDC Planning 
Department expressing concern regarding planning delays. The Chair asked Cllr Clulow to assist the Clerk in drafting 
the letter. It was further agreed that the matter be raised at a higher level and that a copy of the correspondence be 
shared with relevant SMDC officers, the SMDC Leader, and the Cabinet Member for Planning, with Ward District 
Councillors Jebb, Porter and Flunder to follow up as appropriate. 
 
a. Lawn Cemetery Extension – Quotations 
Councillors considered two quotations received for the Lawn Cemetery extension works. It was noted that quotation 
requests had been issued to five contractors, but only two quotations had been received. Cllr Clulow outlined the 
proposed phasing of works and advised that the works were anticipated to take approximately 2–3 weeks. 
Resolved: That Dean Simcock be appointed to undertake Phase 1 of the Lawn Cemetery extension works. 
Proposed by Cllr Clulow and seconded by Cllr Houston-Smith. 
 
Councillors further discussed whether works should proceed in advance of planning approval to avoid further delay 
and to ensure sufficient burial space is maintained. 
Resolved: That the Lawn Cemetery extension works proceed prior to the determination of the planning application. 
Proposed by Cllr Houston-Smith and seconded by Cllr Cowles. 
 
8. Employer’s, Public & Products Liability Insurance Renewal 
a. Councillors considered quotations received for the Employer’s, Public & Products Liability Insurance renewal for 
the forthcoming year. It was noted that three insurers had been invited to quote, with two quotations received. The 
current policy is due to expire on 16th June 2026. Cllr J. Sillitoe noted that the Council had received a good service 
from the insurer during the previous year, particularly in relation to the renewal process following the death of the 
previous Clerk. 
Resolved: That the quotation from Clear Councils be accepted for the Council's Employer’s, Public & Products 
Liability Insurance for the forthcoming year. 
Proposed by Cllr Houston-Smith and seconded by Cllr Porter. 
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9. CCTV Project 
a. CCTV Signage 
Councillors considered the design of a CCTV monitoring sign for the entrance to Station Road Memorial Park. It was 
noted that the Council is required to display appropriate signage in accordance with its CCTV Policy, UK GDPR, and 
the Data Protection Act 2018. The Chairman advised that signage would be required at the park entrance and within 
the park and suggested that similar signage could also be considered for Hillswood Park in relation to wildlife 
cameras. The cost would be funded from the remaining Community Safety Fund Grant. It was agreed that the CCTV 
signage be approved. 
b. DBS Check – Clerk 
Councillors considered approval of a DBS check for the Clerk, to be funded from the remaining Community Safety 
Fund Grant. It was agreed that the DBS check be approved. 
 
(District) Cllr Jebb and Cllr Spooner left the meeting 7:46pm 
 
10. Moorlands Gateway Sign Project 
a. Approval of Design 
Councillors considered the proposed design for the Moorlands Gateway replacement sign. It was noted that the cost 
of the project would be £300.00 + VAT, with a contribution of £250.00 from (District) Cllr Charlotte Edwards’ 
Community Initiative Fund 2026/27. The Chair presented images of the current condition and proposed designs of 
the replacement sign. Councillors discussed proposed changes to the wording of the sign, and it was agreed that 
comments and suggestions should be submitted to the Clerk. The Chairman confirmed that the final design would be 
shared with (District) Cllr Charlotte Edwards for final consideration and approval before proceeding. 
 
11. Working Groups 
a. Membership Review 
Councillors reviewed the membership of the Council’s Working Groups, namely: Amenities, Finance, Governance and 
Personnel, Grounds and Lawn Cemetery, Media and Events, Climate Change, and Youth, and considered whether 
any changes were required. The Chairman noted that membership was generally balanced, although the Amenities 
Working Group was considered to be under-resourced. It was noted that (District) Cllr Porter had previously 
requested to join the group and this was confirmed. Discussion took place regarding the distinction between the 
Youth Working Group and the Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) meetings held with Endon High School, the Police and 
residents. It was noted that these were separate arrangements. The Chair advised that there was a need to consider 
provision for youth within the parish and suggested that the Youth and Amenities Working Groups could be merged, 
given their overlapping focus. Cllr Walker had requested to move from the Amenities and Grounds and Lawn 
Cemetery Working Groups to the Media and Events and Youth Working Groups. Cllr Brown volunteered to join the 
Grounds and Lawn Cemetery Working Group so that this group was not under-resourced.  
Resolved: That the membership of the Council’s Working Groups be updated accordingly. 
 
12. Pride 
The Chairman reported that discussions had taken place with the Chairman of Endon Village Hall regarding 
arrangements for a Pride flag to be flown from a flagpole at Endon Village Hall, rather than from the flagpole within 
the children’s play area at Station Road Memorial Park. The Chairman requested that no banners be displayed on the 
fencing of Station Road Memorial Park. It was noted that previous clean-up costs had been incurred following last 
year’s displays, and the Chairman expressed the importance of avoiding similar costs in future. (District) Cllr Porter 
advised that the Pride in the Moorlands event would take place over the weekend of 26th to 28th June 2026, 
including a torch relay passing through Endon via the canal en route to Leek. He also advised that "Pride Oatcakes" 
would be hosted by Endon Village Hall as part of the celebrations. The event would include the raising of the Pride 
flag, the display of the Pride torch, and the provision of free oatcakes and refreshments. (District) Cllr Porter asked 
whether Pride in the Moorlands posters could be displayed in parish noticeboards. The Chairman advised that this 
would be considered later in the meeting when noticeboards are discussed under Agenda Item 20b.  
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13. Best Kept Village Update 
Cllr Cowles reported that two Best Kept Village judges visited the parish on 1st June. Cllr McCann met the judges, 
provided a laminated map and highlighted key areas of interest. A second judging visit is expected during the first 
week of July, with little advance notice expected. The poster competition judging had been successful, and copies of 
the winning posters had been provided to the Best Kept Village organisers. Councillors discussed verge cutting 
arrangements, particularly along the A53. It was noted that some areas are being managed as wildlife habitats and 
that improved signage is required to clearly identify these locations. Councillors considered the options of mowing a 
narrow edging strip while allowing the remainder of the verges to grow naturally, or to mow the verges in full. 
Resolved: That the verges be mown in full, whilst retaining the designated nature meadow areas. 
Proposed by Cllr Cowles and seconded by Cllr Clulow. 
 
Concerns were raised regarding the appearance of several commercial premises and overgrown areas within the 
parish. The Chair agreed to write to relevant businesses requesting improvements where necessary. 
 
Thanks were recorded to all volunteers and councillors who participated in litter picks prior to the first judging visit, 
including Endon Scouts, and to the Chairman of Endon Village Hall for her efforts in enhancing the appearance of 
Endon Village Hall. Councillors agreed that further engagement with businesses and residents would be beneficial 
ahead of the second judging visit. 
 
14. Telephone Box Refurbishment Update 
The Chair reported ongoing correspondence between the Clerk and British Bits regarding the collection date of the 
telephone box, with is now scheduled for 11th June. The Chair and Cllr Brown discussed preparatory works, including 
the removal of concrete. 
 
15. Use of Zoho Mail 
The Chair reminded councillors to ensure they are using their council email accounts for communication to remain 
fully informed. (District) Cllr Porter confirmed that his account had been set up in liaison with the Clerk. 
 
16. Finance, Accounts & Expenses 
 a. The May bank reconciliation was approved. 
 b. The June payments list was approved. 
 c. It was resolved to transfer £2,000 from earmarked reserves to the current account to fund the recently 
 installed noticeboards. 
 d. It was resolved to reallocate £2,000 from earmarked reserves previously allocated to CCTV to the Lawn 
 Cemetery budget. 
 e. It was resolved to transfer £5,000 from the current account to general reserves. It was noted that a 
 proportion of this would be required for ongoing running costs throughout the year and would be 
 transferred back as required, in order to reduce funds held in the current account. 
 f. The Internal Audit Report was noted, and the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) and Accounting 
 Statements (Section 2) were approved. Following approval, the Chairman and Clerk signed the Annual 
 Governance Statement, and the Chairman signed the Accounting Statements. 
 g. It was resolved to approve Cllr S. Sillitoe’s Best Kept Village expenses and noticeboard magnets totalling 
 £25.88, including costs incurred due to printing at Rymans in A3 format as the office printer was  not 
 suitable. 
 All agenda items above were proposed by Cllr Houston-Smith and seconded by Cllr Taylor.  
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17. Planning 
  

Application No. Location Proposed Development Consultation 
Period Ends 

a. 
SMD/2026/0229 

7 Brookfield 
Avenue, Endon 

Proposal: Demolition of existing garage, garage footprint to 
be replaced with new rear single-storey extension 
Comment: Cllr Clulow advised that the application was 
considered a straightforward extension with no adverse 
impact on the site or neighbouring properties. 
Resolved: No objection. 

04/06/26 
Extension 
Requested 

b. 
SMD/2026/0215 

Hough Farm, Clay 
Lake, Endon 

Proposal: Retrospective application for open fronted timber 
pole storage building for agricultural use 
Comment: Cllr Clulow advised that the application had 
previously been submitted as a domestic application but 
should have been submitted under agricultural use and was 
previously refused on a technicality. 
Resolved: No objection. 

04/06/26 
Extension 
Requested 

c. 
SMD/2026/0220 

17 The Cragg, 
Heather Hills, 
Stockton Brook 

Proposal: General alterations, front porch extension and 
dormer loft conversion  
Comment: Cllr Clulow advised that the proposal includes a 
front porch extension and dormer loft conversion to 
facilitate accommodation within the roof space. It was noted 
that the front elevation was considered acceptable in design 
terms; however, concerns were raised regarding the 
appearance of the rear elevation and overall scale, which 
was considered visually prominent. It was further noted that 
the dormer design did not appear to result in overlooking of 
neighbouring properties. 
Resolved: No objection, with the above observations noted. 

04/06/26 
Extension 
Requested 

d. 
SMD/2026/0210 

6 Kent Drive, 
Endon 

Proposal: Single storey rear extension and first floor side 
extension 
Comment: Cllr Clulow advised that the proposal includes a 
single-storey rear extension and first-floor side extension, 
with the existing garage to be removed and replaced with a 
store and overall resulting in a four-bedroom property. 
Concerns were raised regarding the reduction in on-site 
parking provision, with the loss of the garage leaving limited 
parking capacity for a four-bedroom dwelling. It was noted 
that this could result in increased on-street parking pressure, 
particularly given the narrow nature of the road. 
Resolved: Objection, councillors expressed concerns 
regarding the proposal on parking grounds. 

01/06/26 
Extension 
Requested 

e. 
SMD/2026/0217 

19 Brookfield 
Avenue, Endon 

Proposal: 2 storey rear extension 
Comment: Cllr Clulow advised that the proposal comprises a 
two-storey rear extension to create a summer lounge with 
bedroom above. It was noted that the property sits on a 
large plot and would not result in overlooking or adverse 
impact on neighbouring properties.  
Resolved: No objection. 

10/06/26 
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18. Correspondence 
 a. Councillors discussed potential projects in relation to the Rural Regeneration Fund. The Chair invited 
 suggestions and noted that potential ideas included improvements to the Garden of Remembrance area at 
 the Lawn Cemetery to enhance the setting for the scattering of ashes, following feedback from a resident. It 
 was also suggested that the potential funding could be considered for use at Hillswood Park. Funding could 
 be allocated to either a single larger project or several smaller projects. Councillors were invited to submit 
 further ideas to the Clerk, and it was agreed that the item would be included on the July agenda for further 
 consideration. 
  
19. Lengthsman’s Team Maintenance   
 a. Councillors reported maintenance issues within the parish for attention by the Lengthsman’s team. 

o Cllr Cowles reported that Footpath 49 was obstructed at the exit point due to fencing and vegetation. The 
footpath sign was also damaged and partially fallen. As (County) Cllr Bob Egginton is Vice-Chair of the 
Countryside and Rights of Way Panel, the matter will be referred to him for attention. He further reported 
overgrown hedgerow along the A53, which Cllr Cowles has already reported to the County Council for action.  

o Cllr Richards reported debris on the A53 following a recent road traffic collision. The Chair noted that the 
Lengthsman had assisted in clearing the material from the footpath and hedge line within a short timescale, 
although the matter was not a parish responsibility. 

o Cllr Brown reported that the hedge adjacent to Endon Tennis Club was obstructing the pavement, forcing 
pedestrians, including parents and children, into the road. (District) Cllr Porter confirmed that he had also 
received enquiries from parents and has reported the overgrown hedge to Endon Tennis Club. 

o Cllr Houston-Smith queried the ownership of white plastic bollards on the A53 by the junction to Station 
Road. It was confirmed that these are highway assets, and that replacement works are expected following 
damage. (District) Cllr Flunder noted that such bollards have not been well received and are often subject to 
repeated damage, with alternative approaches such as stone or boulder markers now being preferred. 
 

20. Reports  
a. District and County Councillor Reports 
District reports from (District) Cllr Jebb, Flunder and Porter were circulated to councillors by the Clerk prior 
to the meeting and uploaded to the Parish Council website. 
b. Councillor Reports  

o The Chair reported that the Parish Council’s recycling bin used by the Lengthsman was nearing 
capacity due to the significant volume of litter collected during their litter picking schedule. It was 
noted that the Parish Council is currently the only parish council within the Moorlands to separate 
and recycle litter in this way, which was considered a positive environmental initiative. The Chair 
advised that the safety attachment on a swing at Station Road Memorial Park had been broken. The 
Lengthsman will replace the attachment as a cost-effective and timely solution. The Chair presented 
photographs of the newly installed noticeboards at High View Road and Station Road Memorial Park 
and thanked the Lengthsman for the quality of the installation. Concerns were raised regarding the 
locking mechanism of the Station Road Memorial Park noticeboard after the cabinet door was found 
open. The Clerk has contacted the supplier to request a more secure lock, following advice from the 
Lengthsman. It was suggested that CCTV signage be displayed within the noticeboard. The Chair 
further noted that (County) Cllr Egginton was proposing to use surplus highway materials to improve 
the lay-by near Endon Grill and was also seeking to address school parking issues. 

o A report from Cllr McCann was read out and it was noted that the next Flood Action Group meeting 
would take place on 15th June at Endon Methodist Church. Concerns were expressed regarding 
recent publicity relating to local flood alleviation works and the lack of recognition given to the 
contributions of the Flood Action Group, Parish Council and local residents.  

o (District) Cllr Flunder reported that correspondence relating to 10 Spinney Close remained 
outstanding with the SMDC Planning Department. He also advised that the next MPB meeting would 
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take place on 13th July. Councillors were made aware of reports concerning scam fire safety 
telephone calls targeting elderly residents. A complaint from a resident regarding mowing works 
carried out by SMDC’s grounds maintenance contractor at St Luke’s Cemetery was noted and will be 
investigated. 

o Cllr Taylor advised that the next Staffordshire Wildlife Trust survey would take place on 15th June at 
6:15pm on the wildflower meadow by Greenmeadow Grove.  

  
Meeting ended at 9:18pm  
 
 
Date of Next Meeting:  
Tuesday 14th July 2026, Endon Methodist Church at 7.00pm – Ordinary Meeting  

 

Chairman Name Signature Date of Approval 
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